NH Acupuncture & Asian Medicine Association

A Voree Tor Asian Medicine in the Ciranire Srare

The Honorabila Jotn Hun

House Commernce and Consumer Aftairs Commities Chair
107 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Fabmeary 28, 2011

Dear My, Hunt:

The New Hampshire Association for Acupunciure and Asian Medicine is writing in suppont of HB351 which provides Insurance
parity for boand-certified, Mow Hampshire licensed naturopathic doctors.  As an omgandzation that supports and provides
quidalines for the professional defivery of acupunctun and Asian medicine by board-certified, licensed providers in the state of
New Hampshire, we recognize both the need and nght for individuals to have access 1o mgulated natural and altermative
approaches o hasic healthcam

Consider for @ moment the fact that Chinese doclors in the Far East were once pasd 1o keep their patients healthy and were
ot paid ff they bacame sick. Systems of medicine that focus on changing estyls habis lo prevent liness and create heaith
will serve io establish healfhier communities and reduce the overall cost of health cans, And they will provide 2 foundation of
stability and needed change for our curmently overturdensd and cost prohibitive system.

It &= tirma fo mobilee resources that can provide real change in mgroving e directon of our curent state of health, when
scales are tipping in the derection of increasing rates of iness and chromc disease in our country. Health & a basic human
need. Engeging individuals at the oot level of that which creates the foundation of health is precissty where we can make the
mecessary change to fecilitabe optimal heatth in each individual and &5 a collective society

HE 351 does nol suggest coverage for any new services of reatment. 1| provides coverage for the same senvices curmently
delivered by other primary care physicians, senices tuch a8 annual physical exams, children's check-ups, pap smears,
mammograms and cholesterol screening. Thesa preventive senices are essential in keeping health care costs iow.

We have a shorage of prmary cane providers in New Hampshire. The legiskatune evaluated the nigomus training of
naturopathic doctors over 15 years ago and concluded that they amn well-trained and capable to practice as primary care
providers. HEB 351 mmoves the economic barmier that many pabients face and allows New Hampshire citizens to acoess the
services of these primany cane providers.

The Mew Hampshire Association for Acupunciure and Asian Medicne is in favor of HB351 and the Insurance parity for
naturopathic dociors. We ask you to plesss support HE 351,

Sancarely, B

Or. L Cindy Fecisau, PhD, OTIL, LAc
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